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  BERC 10TH MANAGEMENT MEETING  

Develop Business and Economic Research Centers 

Capacity at Palestinian Higher Education 

Institutions Project “BERC” has held the 10th 

project’s committee meeting on Tuesday 02 

January 2018 in the Islamic university of Gaza, with 

the presence of all Palestinian partner universities; 

Al-Azhar University and University College of 

Applied Sciences concurrently with Al-Quds Open 

University, and Birzeit University and it was held via 

skype. 

The suggested activities after restructuring the 

budget were also discussed as follows: 

1.      Scientific Days    

2.      Annual Research Colloquium  

3.      Summer School 

4.      Final Conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BERC 11TH MANAGEMENT MEETING  

Develop Business and Economic Research Centers 

Capacity at Palestinian Higher Education Institutions 

Project “BERC” has held the 11th  project’s committee 

meeting on Thursday 11th  January 2018 in the Islamic 

university of Gaza, with the presence of all Palestinian 

partner universities. 

 

 



 

 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BERC 12TH MANAGEMENT MEETING 

On Tuesday 20th March 2018, Develop Business and 

Economic Research Centers Capacity at Palestinian 

Higher Education Institution "BERC" conducted its 12th 

management meeting at the Islamic university of Gaza, 

with the presence of all Palestinian partner 

universities; Al-Azhar University- AUG and University 

College of Applied Sciences- UCAS concurrently with 

Al-Quds Open University- QOU, Birzeit University- BZU, 

University of L'Aquila- UNIVIQ, Royal Institute of 

Technology-KTH.  (Via Google Hangout) have 

connected. The meeting discussed project quality 

controlling, acumelated travel cost for EU and Gaza 

partners  and project extension- this may give Gaza 

participants more possibilities to travel at the same 

time to utilize the accumulated travel cost. The last 

meeting discussed point is future activities which are; 

first annual research colloquium, that was conducted 

at Gaza and will be conducted at West bank, the 

progress in the national research group, the national 

workshop that will be conducted at QOU, round trip 

arrangement and the last point was the summer 

school.  

 

 

BERC 13TH MANAGEMENT MEETING 

On Wednesday 27th of June 2018 to 28th of June 2018, 

Develop Business and Economic Research Centers 

Capacity at Palestinian Higher Education Institution 

"BERC" conducted its 13th management meeting at the 

Islamic university of Gaza- Palestine in synchronization 

with University of L'Aquila- Italy with presence of Al Azhar 

University of Gaza, University College of Applied 

Sciences,  Birziet University, Al Quds Open University, 

University of Almeria and Royal Institute of Technology. 

The progress in implementing project activities, PS 

partners (BZU, QOU, UCAS and IUG) presented. Then 

internal and external evaluation for the project was 

discussed, this was reflected during Prof. Anna Tozzi- 

UNIVIQ and two members from UNIVIQ visit to IUG, AUG 

and UCAS, and Dr. Mohammed Saleh- KTH visit to West 

Bank Universities and his meeting with Dr. Nidal Jayossi- 

The Director of Erasmus + Office – Palestine, to described 

the progress in BERC project and the faced obstacles 

during implementing project activities.  

Follow up and future activities, 9 months project 

extension, summer school arrangements, final 

conference  and  round trips programme and 

reflection on Gaza partners also presented during the 

meeting.  

The final report evaluation, final report content, partners 

roles distribution and attachments with the final report 

discussed.   
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 ITALIAN DELEGATION VISITS FOR PS GAZA 

UNIVERSITIES 

Al-Azhar University-Gaza (AUG) and The 

University College of Applied Sciences  

(UCAS) hosted an Italian delegation from 

the Universita Degli Studi Dell'Aquila 

University- Italy, a partner university in the 

project of Develop the Capacity of Business 

and Economic Research Centers at 

Palestinian Higher Education Institutions 

"BERC". The delegation was led by the 

Professor Anna Tozzi. Dr. Mahmoud Sabra- 

AUG BERC project coordinator  and Eng. 

Hatem Sultan- UCAS BERC project 

Coordinator welcomed the delegation and 

introduced  a brief introduction about the 

university, and then took them on a tour 

that included the university buildings and 

colleges, he also took them to the 

computer lab which was funded by the 

project for the Economic and 

Administrative Research Center. They also 

introduced them to the activities of the 

Center and its prospects for serving the 

University and society.  

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS ADVISOR MEETING WITH 

NATIONAL ERASMUS + DIRECTOR 

National Erasmus+ Director Dr. Nedal Jayousi met, on 

the 10th of May 2018 with Dr. Mohammad Saleh, 

Advisor International Projects at KTH Royal Institute of 

Technology- Sweden. Dr. Saleh described the progress 

of the CBHE funded project’ “Develop Business and 

Economic Research Centers Capacity at Palestinian 

Higher Education Institutions” and the relation 

between the partner institutions. 
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  "BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH 
PHILOSOPHY"  SCIENTIFIC DAY 

On Tuesday 8th of May 2018, Develop the Capacity of Business 

and Economic Research Centers at Palestinian Higher Education 

Institutions "BERC"  project was held the scientific day at the 

Islamic University titled by " Business and Economics Research 

Philosophy ". The scientific day comes within the activities of the 

"BERC" project cofounded by European Commission under 

"Erasmus Plus" program. 

Prof. Hamdi Zorub- Vice Dean of The Facult of Economics and 

Adminstartive Sciences added that the scientific day aimed at 

highlighting the importance of scientific research in various fields, 

since it has a great importance to the majority of countries and is 

one of the best ways to rely on development and excellence, 

scientific research offers many benefits and experiences of 

individuals and society and is a way to describe a situation, and 

interpreted it accurately. 

Prof. Zorub clarified that the developed world recognized the 

importance of scientific research as a major center for progress 

and development in all fields and as a factor for development. 

Consequently, it built many scientific research and publishing 

centers, sponsoring scientists and innovators and 

assigning  budgets for scientific research. 

The need for the private sector to pay attention to the culture of 

scientific research and methods presented to obtain valuable 

results and achieve the economic growth of the institution 

 The first session of the day was held under the title "Quantitative 

Research and Research Philosophy". "The Mechanisms and 

Procedures of Using the Experimental Approach in Accounting 

Research", "Common Mistakes in the Use of Statistical Measures 

and Methods of Postgraduate Students in Palestinian Universities 

and Ways of Reducing them", How to Use Value Stream Maps as a 

Method of Preparing Scientific Research" and "Philosophy of 

Positive and Explanatory Research as a Way of Thinking and 

Practice in the Field of Public Administration", all of the previous 

topics presented under the first session.  

The second scientific session was held under the title "Qualitative 

research and big data". "The Reality of Business Accelerators in 

Increasing the Chances of Success of Leading Companies in the 

Gaza Strip" – Case Study Gaza Sky Geecks, "The Analysis of the 

Speech- Discourse Analysis- as anAnalytical Tool in Business and 

Economics", "The Implementation of Big Data in Research and 

Business- A Practical Study", "The Use of Big Data in Commercial 
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Research", and "Voluntary Disclosure- Applied Study on 

Companies Listed on Palestine Stock Exchange, all of the previouse 

topics presented under the second session.  

The third and the last scientific session was held under the title 

"Qualitative Research and Scientific Research Initialization", 

Research papers entitled "Institutionalization of Business & 

Economic Research Groups in cooperation with Private Sector", 

"Institutionalization of Business & Economic Research Centers in 

cooperation with other Research Institutes"  and "The 

Sustainability of Business & Economic Research Centers in 

Academic Institutes" presented under the last day session.  

FIRST ANNUAL RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM 

As a part of "Develop the Capacity of Business and Economic 

Research Centers at Palestinian Higher Education Institutions 

"BERC"  the first Annual Student Research Colloquium was 

conducted on 03 March 2018, which aimed to give students form 

the participating university the opportunity to present and discuss 

their research work with their peers, professor and key 

stakeholders in the local community. In addition, the event will 

enable them to deeply discuss the results of their research with 

key stakeholders and get valuable feedback. On the one hand, the 

feedback is expected to maintain the student's research ideas and 

skills, and on the other hand, the stakeholders including; 

researchers, private sector representatives, public institutions and 

NGOs benefited from the research outputs. 

The event brought students from partner universities together with 

professor, peers and stakeholders and discussed  their research 

works. The event formed a unique platform for students that 

aimed to share experience and receive relevant feedback that 

could strengthen the quality and impact of research outputs. 

Furthermore, the event contributed to redirecting the scope of the 

research being conducted to tackle real community needs and 

solve real problems facing the local environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


